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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Adam Masia on Wednesday, May 27, 2009. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

"Claim 1 (previously presented): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one input device; 
at least one display device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which when 
executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to operate 
with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(a) display a plurality of different selection groups; 

(b) display a plurality of selections in each of said selection groups, 
wherein a first one of the selections in a first one of the selection 
groups is linked to a first one of the selections in a second one of 
the selection groups; 

(c) associate a plurality of advances with the selections, wherein at 
least one selection of each of a plurality of the different selection 
groups is associated with one of said advances; 

(d) associate at least one award with at least one of the selections of at 
least one of the selection groups; 
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(e) provide a player a number of picks of the selections from the 
selection groups; 

(f) enable the player to pick one of the selections from the first 
selection group, said pick counting against the provided number of 
picks; 

(g) if said picked selection is associated with one of the advances and 
said picked selection is linked to the first selection in the second 
selection group: 

(i) automatically cause the pick of the first selection from the 
second selection group, 

(ii) said automatically caused pick not counting against the 
provided number of picks, and 

(iii) provide an advance award if another one of the advances is 
associated with said first selection automatically caused to 
be picked from the second selection group; and 

(h) indicate the at least one award if either: 

(i) the player picks one of said selections associated with the at 
least one award, or 

(ii) one of the advances causes the pick of one of said 
selections associated with the at least one award. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein if the 
player picks one of the selections associated with one of the advances, said pick of said 
selection associated with said advance counts against the provided number of picks 
and said automatically caused pick does not count against the provided number of 
picks. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes a 
plurality of links between the plurality of selections of at least two of the selection 
groups. 
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Claim 4 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 3, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display the selection 
groups in alignment, each of the selection groups being aligned to show the links 
between the selections of at least two of the selection groups. 

Claim 5 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to associate a plurality of the advances with a plurality of the selections 
in at least one of the selection groups. 

Claim 6 (original): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the selection groups 
are arranged in an order and a percentage of advances associated with the selections 
decreases for each subsequent selection group. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes 
a plurality of awards, at least one of the awards associated with one of the selections of 
each of the selection groups, wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the 
plurality of instructions cause said at least one processor to indicate the award to be 
provided to the player if the player picks said selection or one of the advances causes 
the pick of said selection. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes 
a plurality of awards associated with a plurality of the selections of one of the selection 
groups, wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of 
instructions cause the at least one processor to indicate each award associated with the 
selections picked by the player and the selections caused to be picked by the advance. 
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Claim 9 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes 
a plurality of awards, one of said awards associated with each of the selections of each 
of the selection groups, wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the 
plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor to indicate each award 
associated with the selections picked by the player and the selections caused to be 
picked by the advance. 

Claim 10 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes 
a plurality of awards associated with a plurality of the selections of the selection groups, 
wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause 
the at least one processor to indicate each award associated with the selections picked 
by the player and the selections caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 11 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes 
a plurality of awards, wherein each selection is associated with at least one of: (i) one of 
the advances, and (ii) one of said awards, wherein when executed by the at least one 
processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor to indicate each 
award associated with the selections picked by the player and the selections caused to 
be picked by the advance. 

Claim 12 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to reset the number of picks upon one of the selections having an 
associated advance being picked. 

Claim 13 (previously presented): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one input device; 
at least one display device; 
at least one processor; and 
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at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which when 
executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to operate 
with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(a) display a plurality of different selection groups; 

(b) display a plurality of selections in each of said selection groups, 
wherein at least one in each of the selection groups is linked to at 
least one of the selections in another one of the selection groups; 

(c) associate a plurality of advances with the selections, at least one 
selection of each of a plurality of the different selection groups 
being associated with one of said advances; 

(d) provide a player a number of picks from the selection groups; 

(e) enable the player to pick one of the selections from the selection 
groups, said pick counting against the provided number of picks; 

(f) indicate an award to be provided to the player if: 

(i) the player picks one of the selections associated with one of 
the advances from a first one of the selection groups, 

(ii) said picked selection from the first selection group is linked 
to one of the selections from a second one of the selection 
groups, 

(iii) said advance automatically causes the pick of the selection 
from the second selection group which is linked to said 
picked selection from the first selection group, the 
automatically caused pick not counting against the provided 
number of picks, 

(iv) another one of the advances is associated with said picked 
selection automatically caused to be picked from the second 
selection group, and 

(v) at least one pick of the provided number of picks is 
remaining. 
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Claim 14 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, wherein if the 
player picks one of the selections associated with one of the advances, said pick of said 
selection associated with said advance counts against the provided number of picks 
and said automatically caused pick does not count against the provided number of 
picks. 

Claim 15 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, which 
includes a plurality of links between the plurality of selections of at least two of the 
selection groups. 

Claim 16 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 15, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display the selection 
groups in alignment to show the links between selections of at least two of the selection 
groups. 

Claim 17 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to associate a plurality of the advances with a plurality of the selections 
in at least one of the selection groups. 

Claim 18 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display the selection 
groups arranged in an order and a percentage of advances associated with the 
selections decreases for each subsequent selection group. 

Claim 19 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, which includes 
at least one award associated with one of the selections of one of the groups, wherein 
when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at 
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least one processor to indicate said award to be provided to the player if the player 
picks said selection or an advance causes the pick of said selection. 

Claim 20 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, which includes 
a plurality of awards associated with a plurality of the selections of one of the groups, 
wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause 
the at least one processor to indicate each award associated with the selections picked 
by the player and the selections caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 21 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, which includes 
a plurality of awards, one of said awards associated with one of the selections of each 
of the groups, wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of 
instructions cause the at least one processor to indicate each award associated with the 
selections picked by the player and the selections caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 22 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, which includes 
a plurality of awards associated with a plurality of the selections of the groups, wherein 
when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at 
least one processor to indicate each award associated with the selections picked by the 
player and the selections caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 23 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, which includes 
a plurality of awards, wherein each selection not having an associated advance has one 
of said awards associated with said selection, wherein when executed by the at least 
one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor to indicate 
each award associated with the selections picked by the player and the selections 
caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
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one processor to reset the provided number of picks upon one of the selections having 
an associated advance being picked. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one input device; 
at least one display device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which when 
executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to operate 
with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(a) display a plurality of selection groups; 

(b) display a plurality of selections in each of said selection groups, 
wherein at least one of the selections in each of the selection 
groups is linked to one of the selections in a different one of the 
selection groups; 

(c) associate a plurality of advances with the selections, wherein at 
least one selection of each of a plurality of the different selection 
groups is associated with one of said advances; 

(d) provide a player a number of picks from the selection groups; 

(e) enable the player to pick one of the selections from the selection 
groups; 

(f) indicate an award to be provided to the player if for each of two 
picks by the player: 

(i) the player picks one of the selections associated with one of 
the advances, said pick counting against the provided 
number of picks, 

(ii) said picked selection is linked to one of the selections from 
another one of the selection groups, 

(iii) said advance automatically causes the pick of the selection 
from the second selection group which is linked to said 
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picked selection from the first selection group, the 
automatically caused pick not counting against the providing 
number of picks, and 
(iv) said picked selection automatically caused to be picked by 
the advance is associated with another one of the advances. 

Claim 26 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, wherein if the 
player picks one of the selections associated with one of the advances, said pick 
caused by said advance does not count against the provided number of picks. 

Claim 27 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, which includes 
a plurality of links between a plurality of the selections of at least two of the selection 
groups. 

Claim 28 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 27, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display the selection 
groups in alignment, each of the selection groups being aligned to show the links 
between the selections of at least two of the selection groups. 

Claim 29 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to associate a plurality of the advances with a plurality of the selections 
in at least one of the selection groups. 

Claim 30 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display the selection 
groups arranged in an order such that a percentage of advances with the selections 
decreases for each subsequent selection group. 
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Claim 31 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, which includes 
at least one award associated with one of the selections of one of the groups, wherein 
when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause said at 
least one processor to indicate the award to be provided to the player if the player picks 
said selection or an advance causes the pick of said selection. 

Claim 32 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, which includes 
a plurality of awards associated with a plurality of the selections of one of the groups, 
wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause 
the at least one processor to indicate each award associated with the selections picked 
by the player and the selections caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 33 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, which includes 
a plurality of awards, one of said awards associated with one of the selections of each 
of the groups, wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of 
instructions cause the at least one processor to indicate the each award associated with 
the selections picked by the player and the selections caused to be picked by the 
advance. 

Claim 34 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, which includes 
a plurality of awards associated with a plurality of the selections of the groups, wherein 
when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at 
least one processor to indicate the each award associated with the selections picked by 
the player and the selections caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 35 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, which includes 
a plurality of awards, wherein each selection not having an associated advance has one 
of said awards associated with said selection, wherein when executed by the at least 
one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor to indicate 
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the each award associated with the selections picked by the player and the selections 
caused to be picked by the advance. 

Claim 36 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 25, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to reset the provided number of picks upon a selection having an 
associated advance symbol being picked. 

Claim 37 (previously presented): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one input device; 
at least one display device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which when 
executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to operate 
with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(a) display a plurality of different selection groups; 

(b) display a plurality of selections in each of said different selection 
groups; 

(c) display a plurality of advances adapted to be associated with the 
selections, wherein at least one selection of each of a plurality of 
the different selection groups is associated with one of said 
advances; 

(d) indicate a number of picks from the selection groups for a player, 
said indicated number of picks being usable to pick from the 
plurality of the different selection groups; 

(e) indicate an advance award to be provided to the player if: 

(i) the player picks one of the selections associated with a first 
one of the advances, said pick counting against the indicated 
number of picks, 
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(ii) said first advance automatically causes the pick of one of the 
selections from a first different one of the selection groups 
which is linked to the picked selection, said automatically 
caused pick by the first advance not counting against the 
indicated number of picks, 

(iii) a second one of the advances is associated with said 
selection automatically caused to be picked by the first 
advance, and 

(iv) said second advance automatically causes the pick of one of 
the selections from a second different one of the selection 
groups which is linked to said selection automatically caused 
to be picked by the first advance or the advance award, said 
automatically caused pick by the second advance not 
counting against the indicated number of picks. 

Claim 38 (previously presented): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one input device; 
at least one display device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which when 
executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to operate 
with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(a) display a plurality of first selections; 

(b) associate a first advance with one of the first selections; 

(c) display a plurality of second selections, wherein at least one of the 
first selections is individually associated with one of the second 
selections; 

(d) indicate a number of picks of the first and second selections, 

(e) enable a player to pick one of the first selections, 
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(f) if the picked first selection is associated with the first advance, 
generate the first advance, 

(g) if the picked first selection is individually associated with one of the 
second selections, automatically cause the second selection to be 
picked, said automatically caused pick not counting against the 
indicated number of picks, and 

(h) if the picked second selection is associated with a second 
advance, 

cause an advance award to be provided to the player. 

Claim 39 (original): The gaming device of Claims 38, which includes at least one 
award associated with one of the first selections. 



Claim 40 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 38, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display the first and 
second selections aligned to indicate the associations between the first selections and 
second selections. 



Claim 41 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming device 



including a ] 
(a) 



(b) 



. - aid method comprising: 
• •■ : '- i ld^^£!d!^Li2™£li^^L^ plurality of different" 

selection groups; 

providing a number of picks to a player, the provided number of picks 
being usable to pick from a plurality of selection groups, each of the 
selection groups including a plurality of selections; 

enabling the player to pick at least one selection from a first one of the 
selection groups:, 

if the picked selection is not associated with a first advancement which 
advances the player through the first selection group;. 



Deleted: genng 
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(g) 



yhe pick against the provided number of picks. 



and 



(ii) enabling the player to pick from the first selection group until the 

picked selection is associated with the first advancement; 
if the picked selection is associated with the first advancement,.. 

(i) casin g the at l east one processor to^mMJM^Mm^. 

^ • ' o ^ ; automatically cause .a pick one of the selections from 
a second one of the selection groups, 

(ii) causing the at least one processor to execute the j^uraly^of 
instructions to maintain jhe provided number of picks, such that the 
automatically caused pick does not count against the provided 
number of picks, and 

(iii) enabling the player to pick at least one selection from the second 
selection group until the picked selection from the second selection 
group is associated with a second advancement which advances 
the player through the second selection group; 

9 ijif satjeast .one.proce^ 
i tri c , ja quantity of picks used by the player to advance through the first 
and second selection groups; and 

causing an advance award to be provided to the player if the tracked 
quantity of picks for advancing through each of the first and second 
selection groups is less than or equal to the provided number of picks. 



i Hanging: 36 pt 
; Deleted: countinc 



Claim 42 (original): The method of Claim 41, which includes providing a 
separate number of picks for the first and second selection groups. 

Claim 43 (currently amended): The method of Claim 41, which includes causing 

" - . ; ^:j.....j..!;v..at l eas t one 

pick to be used to receive the advance award. 
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Claim 44 (currently amended): The method of Claim 41, which includes, upon 
the picking of the. first advancement, \ - . . . ^ -o ^ 

: : : ; : , i :..!:.•• : automatically pne of the selections in the second 

selection group, wherein the automatically revealed selection can yield the second 
advancement. 



Claim 45 (previously presented): The method of Claim 44, wherein the 
automatically revealed selection in the second selection group is related to the picked 
selection in the first group that yielded the first advancement. 



Claim 46 (previously presented): The method of Claim 44, wherein the 
automatically revealed selection in the second selection group is randomly chosen upon 
picking the first advancement. 



Claim 47 (currently amended): The method of Claim 41, which includes 
^■■^n^.^rQcess or count a 

pick in the second selection group that yields the second advancement if the pick is a 
result of the picked selection corresponding to the first advancement in the first 
selection group. 



Claim 48 (previously presented): The method of Claim 41, which includes 
providing steps (a) to (g) via a data network or a computer storage device. 



Claim 49 (original): The method of Claim 48, wherein the data network includes 
an internet. 



Claim 50 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming device 

induing a giurahj;"; oi said method comprising: 
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(a) OA 5 ' : , a plurality of different 
selection groups, each one of the selection groups including a plurality of 
selections; 

(b) providing a number of picks to a player, the provided number of picks 
being usable to pick from the plurality of different selection groups; 

(c) enabling the player to pick from a first one of the selection groups; 

(d) if the picked selection is not associated with a first advancement, 

( i ) : !. ^ 

- v the pick against the provided number of 

picks, and 

(ii) enabling the player to pick from the first selection group until 
the picked selection is associated with the first 
advancement; 

(e) if the picked selection is associated with the first advancement, and the 
first advancement is not linked with a second advancement in a second 
one of the selection groups; 

(i) cg.u Mog.the.^ 

jnstmctjgns to countj he pick against the provided number of 
picks, and 

(ii) enabling the player to pick from the second selection group 
until the player picks the second advancement; 

(f) if the picked selection is associated with the first advancement, and the 
first advancement is linked with the second advancement in the second 
selection group;. 

(i) causin g the at least one processor to exe cute the plurality of 
b.iu.b.'Jk"' ' ; '• automatically caysejhe second advancement 
to be picked, and 

(ii) caus gj A irasl one processor to execute the piuv o 

he provided number of picks, such 
that the automatically caused pick of the second 
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advancement does not count against the provided number of 
picks; and 

(g) providing an advance award to the player for advancing through the first 
and second selection groups within a designated number of the picks. 



Claim 51 (currently amended): The method of Claim 50, which includes, upon 
picking the first advancement, \ - --o 

plurality of instructions to automatically reveal pne of the selections in the second 
selection group, wherein the automatically revealed selection can yield the second 
advancement. 



Claim 52 (previously presented): The method of Claim 51, wherein the 
automatically revealed selection in the second selection group is related to the selection 
in the first selection group that yielded the first advancement. 



Claim 53 (previously presented): The method of Claim 51, wherein the 
automatically revealed selection in the second selection group is randomly indicated by 
the first advancement. 

Claim 54 (previously presented): The method of Claim 50, which includes 
providing steps (a) to (g) via a data network or a computer storage device. 

Claim 55 (original): The method of Claim 54, wherein the data network includes 
an internet." 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding independent claims 1,13, 25, 37, 38, 41, and 50 the prior art lacks 
disclosing, teaching, or fairly suggesting an advance automatically causes the pick of 
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the selection from the second selection group which is linked to a picked selection from 
the first selection group, the automatically caused pick not counting against the provided 
number of picks. 

The prior art of record, in particular, Cregan (US Pub. #2003/0013514) and 
Hughs-Baird (US Pat. 6,439,995) has advance indicators that automatically goes to a 
linked selection group, however, the player must select from the corresponding 
selection group which counts against the number of picks. 

The instant invention distinguishes over Kamille (US Pat. #5,855,51), because 
Kamille direct the player as to which play area to pick if the player chooses to continue 
to play the game piece, whereas, the instant invention automatically picks 
corresponding selection. Kamille does not disclose automatically cause the pick of 
another play area on the game piece. 

The instant invention is deemed to be an unobvious improvement over the cited 
prior art. The improvement comprises an advance automatically causes the pick of the 
selection from the second selection group which is linked to a picked selection from the 
first selection group, the automatically caused pick not counting against the provided 
number of picks. The advantages of using this gaming system are having a game with 
selection groups with alignable advances with a relatively high value advance or jackpot 
award. In this system a game player may automatically win two awards with one 
selection when an advance symbol is occurs and saves a player picks, thus, giving a 
player more opportunities to win more awards. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAMON PIERCE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on 571-272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dmitry Suhol/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3714 

DJP 



